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. $ < F%vsij ; & Tﬁ}g;b DY IC, Q: In a word, what are noh and kyogen?
HEAEDOXL - EHEEAEOAICHE - ’ '
NTED LD FHRQUAZTE TEE

Noh and kyogen are traditional forms of Japanese musical drama that have been performed since the 14th

,V‘
- 4% N b > century, and they have had a great influence on kabuki. The beauty of the noh masks and costumes makes
-v'l . e Ma the noh performances even more enjoyable. Recently noh has been gaining popularity again because of a
/ new young generation of stars. Most visible among them is Izumi Motoya, who is sometimes referred to as

the Prince of Noh. In the intervals between noh plays, kyogen is often performed. Compared with noh,

kyogen has a common touch. In contrast to noh, in which songs and dance have important roles, dialogue is

| l l 4\‘ ' the central part of the comical performances of kyogen.

& (e e
Q: I've been invited to a tea ceremony. Will you tell me about the etiquette I should follow?

First, when you enter the tea house, you have to sit on your heels on the tatamifloor. Then, enjoy watching
how the host prepares a bowl of powdered green tea for you. Also, you should enjoy the beauty and simplicity
of the tea house. The beauty of the tea house includes seasonal decorations using arranged flowers and a
hanging scroll called kakejiku. When a small sweet is served, you should eat from special paper called kaishi
Then the bowl of tea is served to you. You should raise the bowl with both hands, and rotate the bowl to
avoid drinking from its front. After drinking the tea with two or three sips, remember to wipe the rim, and

to rotate the bowl to its original position. Throughout this process, you should relax and enjoy the

Hyogo Prefectural Board of Education

atmosphere. Try to keep the conversation to a minimum because enjoying wabi (quiet elegance) is veryl O
— . .
EEEBHEEES important in a tea ceremony.
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